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In the + Name of Jesus

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ.  Our text is the Holy Gospel appointed for this second-last Sunday in the church

year, from the 13th chapter of Mark.

The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be

falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  And then they will

see the Son of man coming in clouds with great power and glory--thus far the words of

Jesus.

Throughout his earthly life, Christ Jesus lived the life of the servant.  From his humble

beginnings in Bethlehem and Nazareth to the days of his ministry, Jesus lived in a way

we wouldn’t deem fit for a king.  He said himself that the Son of Man had come not to

be served but to serve.  Humility was the life he lived as long as he walked the earth,

even to the day that he was finally arrested and crucified.  Up to the end, he remained

the Lord’s suffering servant.

But that was then.  On the final day, the Day of Judgment, things will be quite different.

In our text we see a little more dramatic scene than what we’ve heard throughout the

church year.  It’s not quite the same Jesus as the one we’ve grown accustomed to—the

one who healed diseases, had compassion on the oppressed and bereaved, and forgave

the town’s most scandalous sinners.  Now it is Jesus as the Son of Man coming in clouds

with great power and glory.  It is the Jesus who will have traded in his shepherd’s staff

for a king’s scepter and a judge’s gavel.

On earth, Jesus was the perfect example of everything he preached in the beatitudes:  he

was the meek, he was the merciful, he was the peacemaker, and he was the persecuted.

But no longer.  Since his Ascension, he has reigned from the right hand of the Father in

heaven.  And he tells you here in Mark 13 that when he returns, he will not be like the

Jesus who was scoffed at, beaten, whipped to bloody shreds, and nailed to a cross to die

as a common criminal.
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On the last day, Christ Jesus will return as King and Judge.  And it will not be for the

purpose of preaching the Gospel and warning people to repent!  He will come to gather

the elect to himself from the four winds and cast out the wicked.  He will no longer be

the Suffering Servant—he will come with his power and glory now unveiled to Judge all

men.

Christ the Judge will be seated on his throne when the books are opened and all of your

deeds are exposed.  Imagine what that would look like now, if the books were opened

here this day.  Imagine the horror of being faced with the deeds of your sinful lives in

the midst of everyone here—your idolatries, your despising of the preached Word, your

disobedience to authority, your hatred and violent thoughts, your adulteries and lusts,

your thefts and dishonesties, your gossip and lying, and your impure desires to have

what belongs to others.

Repent.  Turn from the vices that wage war against your soul and threaten to destroy

your faith.  Be not satisfied with spiritual minimalism, which looks for bare essentials

and doesn’t care about growth in the faith and remains weak.  Do not remain an infant in

the faith that only handles the milk, but grow through the study of God’s Word—be in

God’s house every Lord’s Day and gather with your fellow Christians in Bible class,

that you might take on the solid food.  Be not content with faith that is poorly nourished

and weak.  For weak faith is more easily snuffed out by the devil and the temptations of

the world.

Heed these warnings, dear Christians, for the kingdom of heaven is at  hand!  Jesus

continues his teaching in our text this day with the lesson of the fig tree.  When you see

the leaves growing on the branches, you know that summer is near.  Conversely, we’ve

also seen that winter is near from the changing and falling of leaves.  But when you see

these things happening—that is, the sun not giving its light and the stars falling, you

know the time is already here.

But at that time it will be too late.  There will come a time at which the heavens and the

earth and all the laws of nature are thrown out of sync—the trumpet will sound and the

whole world will find itself before the judgment seat of God.  But as your Lord told you

previously, the signs of the end will also make themselves evident on earth—wars and

rumors of wars, false Christs and false teachers, earthquakes, famines, and the like.

Such things are no strangers to you, are they?  The Christian who hears these words of

Jesus cannot help but ponder them when there’s news of an 8.1 that strikes northern

Japan and an  F3  that  ripped through North  Carolina.   The wars  of  all  time  and in

particular the last one hundred years should get the attention of all who hear of the signs
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to which the Lord points.

Yet again, Jesus tells you these things not to cause a panic.  Rather, he would have you

readily await his return.  Anyone who claims to know the time or preaches with certainty

that the end will come tomorrow or next week is a fraud and a false teacher.

There have been some very influential teachers  through the years  who have written

much about the end times and what it means for Christians.  One popular teaching is the

notion  of  a  rapture,  in  which  all  believers  will  suddenly disappear  before  the great

tribulation in which things really get bad on earth.  You’ve probably seen the bumper

sticker that says  In case of rapture, this vehicle will be unmanned. Such a teaching is

dangerous, and I don’t mean for the other drivers on the road.   It gives Christians a false

hope that they will not have to endure the signs of the end.  It teaches that when the real

suffering begins, Christians will already be safe with Jesus in heaven, getting ready to

reign with power on earth.

Be not deceived—Scripture declares that when the real pain and suffering reach their

boiling point on this earth before Jesus returns, Christians will be bearing the brunt of it.

The Church will be hated on this earth for her Lord’s sake.  Jesus said that families

would  be  divided  and  that  family  members  would  be  handing one  another  over  to

authorities and having them put to death for their Christian Faith.  Impossible, you say?

I dare say that more Christians died at the hands of the Communists in the 20th century

than Jews at the hand of Hitler.  We must concede that our reflections on history are

often  heavily  shaped  by  textbooks  and  entertainment  media  like  movies  and

docudramas.

But be also not dismayed, for Jesus brings you a sure and certain hope in the midst of

this ruined world.  He said that all of these things must take place, but though heaven

and earth pass away, his word never will!  The Word of the Lord endures forever, and

because it does, the gates of hell will never prevail against the Church.  Though the

Church be persecuted and driven from country to country, continent to continent, the

devil and his minions will never destroy her.

The Church will remain because the true Church is identified by her pure marks of Word

and Sacrament.  The Church consists not of church buildings, steeples, and outward

organizations, but of the baptized.  Where the Word is purely preached and where the

Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are administered according to Christ’s

own institution, there the Church will endure.  As long as there are those who gather

around these gifts of grace, you may be certain that Christ Jesus is there in the midst of

them.
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Luther once commented on the ways in which God sustains his people despite the efforts

of the devil to thwart the preaching of the Word.  At a time when salvation by grace

through faith was lost in the Church, Luther noted that the Lord nonetheless preserved

his Church through Baptism.  The little children who were baptized but not yet taught

false doctrine remained the true Church.  For our own modern example, if everyone here

were to leave today, pastors included, and tomorrow be led away from the Faith by a

false teacher and make a false confession, the Church would still remain in Kyler and

Devin.  For they have received the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy

Spirit.  They have been brought into the Good Shepherd’s sheepfold.  Even where the

pure Gospel is lost and replaced with false teaching and preaching, the Word endures

through baptizing in the +Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

There the Lord bestows the gift of saving faith unto life everlasting.  He who believes

and his baptized shall be saved.

Where the pure Word is, there also will the Spirit be.  And if the Word will not pass

away even though heaven and earth do,  you may be certain of  the Lord’s  presence

among you,  his  people.   In  the turmoils  and  tribulations of  this  world,  look not  to

yourselves or the perceived strength of your faith for assurance and certainty.  Cling and

hold fast to the precious Word of your Savior Jesus Christ, who has come to Kyler and

Devin this day through water, who comes to you through the preached Word at this

moment, and who will give himself to you in the Supper for the forgiveness of your sins.

Watch and be ready for that final day of which Jesus spoke.  Look to the Lord Jesus and

the Lord Jesus alone to sustain you in the one true faith, so that when he returns in glory

to  judge  the  nations,  you  appear  before  him  not  in  fear  and  trembling,  as  all  the

unbelieving will, but with pure joy and delight at the coming of your Lord to usher you

into the new heavens and new earth to be with him forever.  Come quickly, Lord Jesus.

Amen.
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